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News Announcement 

For Immediate Release 

January 23, 2021 

 

Section V Athletics Looks to Move Forward with High-Risk Sports After Approval from 
Local Departments of Health 

 

Newark, NY – On Friday, January 22, 2021 Section V Athletics received news that high-risk sports will have the 
ability to practice and play beginning Monday, February 1, 2021 provided local health department approval is 
granted.  The high-risk sports, as defined by the Empire State Development Corporation (ESD), include: 

Basketball 

Boys Lacrosse  

Competitive Cheerleading 

 Football 

 Ice Hockey 

Volleyball 

Wrestling 

 
The Section V COVID-19 task force and Winter/Fall II sport coordinators have already been communicating 

to finalize plans with membership.  Section V Athletics has twelve different health departments to coordinate 
with and will communicate with them throughout this process.   

It is important to note that all high school interscholastic athletic teams are coached by New York State 
certified and professionally trained school board approved coaches.  In addition, our state’s governing body for 
interscholastic athletics, the New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA), has 
released a comprehensive resource document detailing all NYSDOH COVID-19 guidance (i.e., face coverings, 
spectator attendance, screening protocols, etc.).   
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The Spring season start date is still set for Monday, April 19, 2021. We will continue to be sensitive to 
Spring sports that have already missed a complete season and sectional/state championship last year due to 
the pandemic.   

As always, we will provide more information as soon as details are finalized and following all guidance 
provided by NYSDOH, NYSPHSAA, and our local health departments. 

 

#### 

 

About Section V Athletics  

Twitter/Facebook/Instagram: SecVAthletics 

Section V Athletics provides oversight and organization for interscholastic athletic programs in a large region of New York State, 
extending across 12 different counties including Allegany, Cayuga, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, Steuben, 
Wayne, Wyoming, and Yates. Section V is a member of the New York State Public High School Athletic Association. Kathy Hoyt serves 
as Executive Director. 

Our Mission: Section V is committed to excellence in interscholastic athletics while supporting an education-based learning 
environment. 


